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Fulbright-RAF Scholar Award 2026-2027
in the field of Agricultural Extension Services

The University Letter of Support provided by the University Administrator (3 pages)

The Fulbright-RAF Scholar program in the field of Agricultural Extension Services, for awards in the academic year 2026-2027, has been initiated to offer Romanian professors valuable experience in a program of education and professional development. This program is designed for Romanian universities intending to develop pilot extension programs in communities, with a special focus on the small and medium farmers and agri-food businesses.

The Fulbright-RAF Scholar program in the field of Agricultural Extension Services offers the grantees a semester-long fellowship in residence at the University of Georgia/UGA, Athens, for study and research, individual mentorship, professional training, classroom observation, and participation in community-based extension activities.

The Romanian Universities will be provided with follow-on implementation support, through U.S. Host University administrator and/or faculty travel to Romania, as well as through virtual meetings. Furthermore, an administrator from each participating university will have the opportunity to visit UGA at the conclusion of the semester, to learn about the professors’ experience and explore an active extension environment firsthand.

When completing this application, you are suggested that you take into consideration the following requirements: provide an assessment of your university’s current support for extension education; outline your university’s vision for extension (educational and consultancy services to small and medium farmers and SMEs in agri-food sectors); confirm your support for the professor(s) from your university applying to participate in the one-semester U.S. residency program.

All the present documents (the completed form – see Page 2 along with the signed letter of support– see Page 3) must be submitted in English and uploaded to the Fulbright-RAF online application (https://apply.iie.org/fvsp2026), no later than Thursday, January 15, 2026. 
The Letter of Support provided by the University Administrator and professors’ applications will be evaluated simultaneously by an international selection committee to identify qualified professors with strong university support to achieve high impact results for Romanian students.

We look forward to receiving your Letter of Support along with the completed form.

Thank you for your interest in this program!

University Letter of Support

I: U Fulbright-RAF Scholar Award 2026-2027 

       in the field of Agricultural Extension Services

	SECTION I: I: University Contact Information

	Name of University:

	Primary contact person (person completing this application):

	Primary contact email:

	Primary contact telephone:

	University Faculty (or Faculties) supporting this application

	Faculty:

	Dean:

	Email:

	Number of enrolled students (2025-2026):

	Faculty:

	Dean:

	Email:

	Number of enrolled students (2025-2026):

	Faculty:

	Dean:

	Email:

	Number of enrolled students (2025-2026):

	University Professors applying to RAF Extension Award

	Faculty: 
	Professor:  

	Faculty:
	Professor:

	Faculty:
	Professor: 

	Faculty:
	Professor: 

	Faculty: 
	Professor: 


SECTION II: Letter of Support

Submit a separate signed document together with this application describing: the support, both tangible and intangible, to be provided by the University and its Faculty (or Faculties) for university professors, associate professors or assistant professors applying to this Program; the way extension education best practices will be implemented upon completion of the Program.

The Letter of Support should address the following:

Current environment:

• Description of current University strategy to do extension in the communities.

• Description of current incipient extension programs which cover education or consultancy topics, targeted towards the farmers, relevant SMEs and community

• Description of current University-community extension ecosystem—fairs and events, workshops and webinars, consultancy programs for farmers and relevant SMEs, partnerships with the industry, programs involving other partners, research facilities accessible for the farmers and producers, etc.

Vision:

• Describe the vision, formal or informal, for the University’s extension role. What services and education should be offered? Whom should the University target in your environment?

• Describe the resources that the University is prepared to deploy to realize this vision. Include both tangible (budget, faculty and staff, official sponsorship of proposed curricula and courses, etc.) and intangible (prioritization by top administrators, etc.).

Other types of support:

• Include a brief description of University support for additional elements of the Program: nomination of one top Administrator to travel to the U.S. for a short-term study trip at the conclusion of the Professors’ U.S. residency; hosting U.S. university professors for short-term consulting visits.

NOTE: 

The Applicant University is expected to provide a report detailing the results of its participation in the Program within one year of participation.


